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Who we are: !
We are a recently formed collective of seven builders and woodworkers on Cortes 
Island. Our mandate includes: supporting skill-building for women in carpentry and 
woodworking, participating in and fostering the local value-added forest economy, 
using sustainable building practices, and addressing community housing needs. 
Similar to the Mud Girls, the Carpentry Collective welcomes people of all genders. !
Nature of the project:  !
Our objective is to get a value-added woodworkers and builders collective up and 
running, generating living-wage jobs, teaching and learning opportunities, and 
creating beautifully crafted products and dwelling spaces using community forest 
wood.  !
We are seeking Community Forest Co-op support in gaining access to an 
appropriate two-acre site. Two acres would give us enough space to store materials, 
build a shop, and hold portable build projects and workshops.  !
A Community Forest Co-op supported site would further open the door for the 
Collective to apply for grants and other sources of funding for start-up and marketing. 
We envision engaging in a range of value-added activities from on-location build 
projects to tiny homes, doors and windows, and specialty trim. !
Opportunities and problems this project seeks to address: !
By fostering new initiatives the collective seeks to help develop a robust forest 
resource value-added sector on Cortes. !
By providing skill-building opportunities for women in carpentry, the project seeks to 
enable more women on Cortes to participate in the value-added sector, earning good 
living wages. 



!
By practicing sustainability and environmental awareness, we seek to set high 
standards for reducing waste and using local materials. !
By giving community needs consideration in our choices of projects, we seek ways 
of addressing these needs. (For example, we may seek creative ways of fundraising 
to address the need for year-round affordable housing.) !
Benefits for our island community: !
The project benefits the island community by fostering new initiatives in the value-
added sector, providing skill-building opportunities, generating employment, 
addressing community building needs, and supporting the existing local forest 
economy of mills, etc. !
The relationship to social and economic development: !
As a collective seeking to create economic development in the value-added forest 
resource sector, and support skill-building and economic opportunities for a 
demographic who are drastically underrepresented in this sector, this project is 
fundamentally oriented to local social and economic development. Supporting 
women’s participation as builders and woodworkers in the value-added forest 
resource sector will undoubtedly help shape that sector, encouraging it in creative 
and progressive directions. !
We feel it is important to support already-existing value-added businesses on Cortes. 
It is equally important to multiply the impact by supporting new initiatives such as the 
one we are proposing. Unlike some established local businesses, our collective does 
not immediately bring with it independent financial resources, or large pieces of 
equipment. What we do bring to this initiative is our enthusiasm, competencies, 
labour, creative thinking, a wide range of skill-sets, and a shared dedication to 
developing our skills as builders and woodworkers. What we offer is a truly grass-
roots economic development initiative.   !
Mission Statement: !
To improve the lives of women and families on Cortes by providing opportunities for 
skill development in carpentry, woodworking, and related trades while fostering 
value-added forest resource initiatives and meeting community needs and 
environmental sustainability.


